WHAT HAPPENS TO THE WATER THAT ENTERS THE FORBESTOWN DITCH?

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

NYWD can safely put up to 22 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water down the Forbestown Ditch at SF-14 (see
location "A" in the graphic to the left)

Where does NYWD get its water?

During peak use, we lose approximately 35% (7.7 cfs) from seepage and evaporation as water travels down the
Forbestown Ditch. We experience even higher losses during non-peak use times of the year.

WATER ENTERS THE NORTH YUBA WATER DISTRICT
SYSTEM FROM THREE MAIN SOURCES:

NYWD is contractually obligated to provide 11 cfs to South Feather Water & Power Authority (SFWPA) at the
bottom of the Forbestown Ditch (see "Turnout to SFWPA" in the graphic to the left)

1. Water from various sources (Little Grass Valley
Reservoir, Lost Creek, Slate Creek, Sly Creek
Reservoir) moves through the South Feather
Power Project and is partially diverted into
our NYWD Forbestown Ditch at "SF-14" (see
top of graphic to right)

1.8 to 3.6 cfs is needed for our Treatment Plant to provide potable water to NYWD Domestic Customers
Anything remaining, which ranges from Oto 1.5 cfs, can be diverted into Costa Creek, then to Dry Creek and,
ultimately, to the NYWD irrigation ditches. Piping the Forbestown Ditch would allow NYWD to divert to

irrigation customers an additional approximately 7 .7 cfs (the water lost to seepage and evaporation).

2. Oroleve Creek, a seasonal stream, can also
be diverted into the Forbestown Ditch
3. Dry Creek, a seasonal stream that begins in Challenge,
can be partially diverted to our NYWD irrigation ditches

Piping the Forbestown Ditch will lower the possibility of
blowouts, like this one that occurred in January, 2017
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Storage pond at the NYWD Water Treatment Plant

Inside the NYWD Water Treatment Plant

WHERE DOES NYWD IRRIGATION WATER COME FROM?
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NYWD irrigation ditches run 22 miles and are labeled as sections "01;'"02" and "03" (see graphic to the left). As water moves through the
irrigation ditches, approximately 60% is lost due to seepage and evaporation.
No water, or a very small amount of water, is ever able to be diverted from the Forbestown Ditch, through Costa Creek, to the irrigation ditches
In most years, all irrigation water comes from Dry Creek, which lives up to its name and typically runs too dry by late summer to be of any help,
except in the wettest of years. This year, 2021, due to the extreme drought, there was not enough water on Dry Creek to hold an irrigation season.

"SF-14," the start of the NYWD Forbestown Ditch

A typical, unlined portion of the Forbestown Ditch

Irrigation ditch headworks at Dry Creek

The NYWD irrigation ditches run 22 miles, serving approximately 119 customers in
Dobbins & Oregon House. Shown above is an aerial view of a section ofthe ditch.

